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Thi Danilh Camp, near Wilkes, an Salifbury-Plain, | 


Their Joey Standard Reafan, or the Raven befare the 
Gent Tent.” D oft 3 oo” 
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Enter Tvar e, with Godrun, Anand, 9 


3 | men 2 
Ivar. 8 ROTHE R, once more, our 
_ fix'd in Me : 
— The Battle newly won gives: me "me great 
75 Ho pes, * 4 2 5 


We may maintain our Ground, till reinfore'd. 5 0 
Hubba. The Victory, was dearly bought. 
Ivar. Tis true, our Ranks are thin'd; but yet, I hope 

Our keeping of the Field, eee Doubt, 


We gain'd the Day. wy a Þ =p; 
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Hun, Find Aﬀfred's bern there, and wo been | 


| ictors, 
| p 3 have then been a Jecifive Battle, 1 
Tvar. The other half of England being ours, 

He will not dare to leave his Skirts unguarded ; 
And by-our Veſſels we may pe recruited, 1-4 
Before he poſſibly can march againſt uu: 
_ Belides, the Engliſh may pethaps Miſtruſt 

© Their new King's Conduct, tho they can'this Courage. 

Hub. Guthurm, from the Eaſt Angles, by my Orders 
Will be inform'd, if he draws Strength from Kent, 


And ſoon moleſt him; but we can only hope 


To be ſupply'd by Sea: Tho Halfdene is far off, 
Poſſibly he may ſpare us ſome Men. 
Godrum. wes in Pain for Ofſcytel— 
ut here he comes. | 
Arand. His Haſte, J hope, brings v good News, 


Enter Oſcytel. "FM 


'o el The Gods protect our Generals and Foie: 7 


Our Rayen droops his Head; and well he mays 
For Alfred, with ſurpriſing Expedition, * © 
Has got together, a prodigious Army, 

And is but a few Miles off. 


Ivar. Sooner ſhou'd you been here to give us Notice; z 


— Thy Life, ſhall anſwer thy Neglect. 


Ofc. Hear me, good General, twas hy: great H azard 


Of Life, I'm here, to let you know it now ; 
You having order'd me with my light Horſe 
Teobſerve and follow a retreating Party, 
And to find out their general Retirement : 

| Till they paſs'd Burcomb, Cumpton, Sutton, Auſiic 


They ſcem'd to ſhun me; then, in the narrow Way 
F 8 93 
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Deliverer of his Country. 7 
They ſtopp d, and cry'd, Huzza 1 
And inſtantly behind us, Trumpets ſounded : 
Finding our Danger in our Rear, we forc'd 
Through our Decoyers, but loſt half our Number 
In our Retreat; and crofling of the Nadder, | 
They puſh'd us quite to Minden; where we learnt © 
That the main Body, with Alfred at their Head, 1 
Was marching all laſt Night from Shaftsbury. D 


Hubba. Though bis Brother's Obſequies kept him at 


Winbourn, 
I find, if we had not attack'd his Son 
To-day, they'd join'd, and been our over-Mateh. 
Ofc. He is ſo now, or I am miſinform'd. 


© [A Trumpet ſounds. 


Toar. A fingle Trumpet! Anand.inquire his Meſſage. 
. [Exit Anand. 
Hub. [ wiſh they are not nearer than we think tem. 


auen Safe ConduB,, for the Earl of Ken's de 
manded ? 
Toar. We grant it : Do you conduct him hither ? 


[Exit. Anand» 
Gedrum. I know his Valour, for his Scars I bear. 


Enter Anand and Ethelred. 


Ethel. Thus ſays my Royal Maſter, A. Weed, to you 
if you have any Injuries to complain of, - 
You need but name em, they ſhall be redreſs'd, 
And no more Blood be ſhed ? but if you mean, 
To wreſt his Kingdom from him by your Arms; 
He ſends by me Defiance, quit Maſſor inſtantly, ; 
Or he'll e you out, and follow you thro' England. 
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A We you, may give our "FS . N 
If he will ſwear; by; what he deerns moſt . 2 
Not; to purſue, or afterwards mol us 1 
In _— of our other Settlements ; bod u! | . 10 E 
W:ſſex we'll quite, and never enter more: i 
To which: we Al will ſwear by our phe n 
Ir he will meet us here with peaceable In | 
a Exit Ethelred. re” fond | 
WET A 2 1 A Our General ants 
| Peace he plea „ * 
But Im lard to be reveng'd | on ch Horſe — 
That late purſu di me, i in which, you {hall help, 
And. ſhare with me, the. Plunder we may get. 
H alrum. [Apart to Oſeytel.] Iwill; but we muſt 
ſwear, elſe they'll ſuſpect us: | 
Try Anand, if he' join us 2 wel afterwards 
Strike ſome bald Stroke, and ſet up for ourſel, 
* I ſee em — they have twie 
Number: [ [T ritipthe 
Ar 6 che Olive Wreaths, about their Trumpet 


5 


„„ lens 
Enie at, bit thret Sins ad Echelred, 


Alf 5 7 give the Word—hat—bat—bal. 
Actions in Peace or War, ſhew what Men are; 
And Words. can bly fir, what they ſhould be: 
Peace, I prefer; when honourably offer d, 
r e H. 
Am never willing, but when forc'd by Inſults; 0 
So now I ſwear, and every one of us, 

[The Engliſh n « —_ Relicks. 
Wie 


ey +> 


Better if bi ee. 


Who war: theſs holy Relicts, do engage 
Not to moleſt, or -cauſe ye be moleſted, uns 1 
In any of your Settlements: On this — ; 
You this my. Kingdom quits and never more , | 1 
Let Dan: ſet, Foot here in, without Permien e 
Of me or my Succeſſors. 5 

Jar. And, by our Arms, we eters E's us Wer f 

| The Danes lay their Hands. upon their Amt. 1 
We will depart from Weſſes inſtantly, rr 
And never. more ſhall any of our Danst 
Set Foot in this TI Kingdom, without Leave * 
From you, King Aired, ar from your e 5 
But what we'll puniſh fo that you ME * ore _ 
Moleſt, or cauſe us in our r Settlements, | 4 g 
Or. any of them, to be moleſted. e 
Alf. Our Hands we'll j Jain, in Taken 2 OP z 
[The five on eq qch Side join Hand. 
And may the bo we ſerve (if &er tis broke) 535 
| [Trumpets flouriſh, js, 
Proſper the Arms, of s keep it beſt. "} 
Luut. A ſeparate March. XI 
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SCENE changes i th Ol os Gang in 
Wa ar 


Maliba with Dja in rH pig au of th 
| Cattage-Door. 1 


Egwina, neatly drgſi d like @ Sbepberdeſt with 4 Crook 
and Pouch, and a ſmall Bundle, 


Matiba. Go, get you hence, I ſay ; 
You de not carn, the V ictuals that you 


Egw, 


ALFRED the, Grrar; 


Egw. Pray let me ſtay, till I can ſee my F ather. 
Mal. Your Father will not be at home till Night ;. 
But charg'd me, ſend you hence, e er he return'd, 
He won't, he can't, ſupport you in your Pride: 
Here take this Purſe; he bid me give it you _ 
o | [Gives her a Purſe of Silver. 
t | To buy you Food, till you can get a Service; 
= rg But dare not ſee him, till you are provided. 
[Emit. into the Cottage, yy the Door, 
* Ew. — What ſhall I do? | 
4 My own dear Mother, never us'd me wür: # 
_--- When 1 have tended Father's Sheep till Noon, 
: 3 


She'll ſcarce allow me Food then makes me ſpin 

Two Hours after Father's gone to Bed : . 

He calls me up right early ; I've no Time 

To make or mend, but when I'm with the Dock: 

And now, becauſe he's giv'n me a new Habit, 

She calls me proud, and turns me out of Doors, 

And he dare not controul her, elſe why this Purſe ! - 

Though baniſh'd'fram his Sight, I'll ever love him: 

Where ſhall I go ?—they ſay my Lady Devon 

Is truly charitable ine perhaps 
this Needle-work, 

5 * * TPatting out a Sampler. 
My Mother Eat me, muſt now recommend me: 
Dulverton is far off, but I may reach it 
Before To- morro Noon: if I can get | 
To Cothel/ten To- night, fo far, I know my Way. [E "te. 


SCENE 


Deliverer of bis Country.” 11 


SCE N E changes to the Daniſh Camp near Am: 
bersbury i» Wiltſhire. 


Enter Ivar, Hubba, and Offers... 90 
Juar. Now Brother, 1 mn will have Time to 
| improve 
And cultivate our Settlements : As for me, 

I chuſe to return to Denmart; but will be ready, 
When ere you want it, to bring you Aſſiſtance. 
Hub. Alfred is reckon'd faithful, as he's valiant ; 

And therefore, whilſt he byes, '£ this 2 may hold : 


\- [Trumpets ſaund. 
But bark! what Trumpets theſe? 
They're on our Left, and therefore muſt be Friends. 


| Enter Guthurm with Officers. 
"Tis Guthurm :—How left you the Eaſt Angles? 

Guth. Their Coaſt, I have left well guarded j——. 
But being informed from Kent, that Ethelred | 
Their valiant Earl, had led away their Horſe; - 

And thoſe of Suſſex, to make Head againſt you, 
I thought you'd want me, as you'd had a Battle, 
And loſt more Men than they, tho? I underſtood 
You kept the Field ? 

Toar. We did; but had we not PROS up a | Ponce, 
This Morning wi'em, th' Odds had been againſt us; 
We thank you,ne'ertheleſs, you cou'd n't been here ſooner. 

Hub. Now Guthurm's come ; wel wy Him the 

Command, 

That I may ſee you ſafe embark'd at Brie. | 
Ivar. Brother, that muſt not be, twill not be ſafe ; 
You ſhall not leave the Troops, while they're in 7/-/ex ; 

For Gothurm has not ſworn, to keep the Peace. 

Hub, But they'll not venture, to attack him now ; 

And I can truſt to him, he will not break it. = 
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1 ArrRED the GAT; 
Juar. As we muſt part, it may as well be here: 
[Embracing Hubba;] Dear Brother, fare you well; my 

Love to Halfuene- 
The Gods protect you both. 4 
Hub. If we &er meet again, ina be in Love, 

[Embracing Ivar. ] As now we part: —— Farewell, dear 
| Brother. "6 — 1 1 N 


%” 1 _ 6 & 


SC E N E changes to. the Court at Windheter 
blot 4 
Fete Sen Alſwitha, and Elfleda hob Daugh ter. 


Elf. Does not your Majeſty, _— the King 
My Father, and my Brothers back to-night ? fs 
The Fun'ral Rites were over yefter Marn. 

LA AI. Alas, my dear! I can't fo ſoon expect them, 
The cruel Dates prevent that Happineſs: 
They'll force your Father to another Battle, 
And we ran only pray for his Succeſs. 

Elf. When had' your Majeſty, Advice of this? 

None of our People; have return'd from V inbourn. 


rn. 


He had 4 ſhort Diſcourſe with me in private; 
In which he told me, he'd Advice thro' e 
Hubba, had by long Marches joined Fvar - 
And being ſuperior to your Brother Eumund, 
They had attack'd and forc'd him out of Miliſbirr. 
Elfeda.'T wonder d at the Shortneſs of his Stay; 
For Erhelred, did uſe to tarry longer; 
But did not chuſe to ask at all about it, 
Wann e e A 
. RN; Alſu, 


Deliverer of bis Country. 13 
9: Aſiu. Neither did I chuſe to acquaint you of it, 
Leaſt you ſhou'd madly haſten into Danger, 
As once you did before———He wou'd haye ſtay d 3 
But on his Speed depended. all our Safetie s 
For all the Horſe that he could raiſe in Suſſex, 
And ſome from Kent, were on the Road before him; 
With which he was reſolv'd, if poſſible, 
To join our Foot at Shaftsbury laſt Night. 
Eifleda. He is a n re 1 K 
him, ; 2 
Had he ſpoke kind. to me at fuch a Time: 
But had I known the Reaſon of his Coolneſs, 
1 wou'd have ſtrove to rival him in Glory. 


[A Trumpet ſounds, 


2. Alfi What can that Trumpet mean—the wicked 


Danes 
Have vanquiſh'd Alfred, and took us unguarded ? 
Elfleda. Take Courage, Madam, it may be good 
News ? 
| 1 
Enter Ethelred. 


Ethel. May I be conſtantly the Harbinger 
| [ Kneels to the Queen, and keſſes her Hand, 
Of Royal Alfred's ſafe Return in Peace: 
"yp lovely Princeſs, may I have your Pardon 


p [ Kneels to the Prins, | 


For my abrupt Departure? I profeſs, 
I had much more to ſay, than I had Time to ſpeak, 
Elfieds. Riſe, worthy Earl, my Father's beſt Support 
[She raiſes him: he-ſalutes her, 
Your quick Return ; ſtrikes me with Admiration ; 
My Gratitude, obliges me to grant, 
Not only Pardon, Praiſe, and Thanks are due. 


Ethel, 


14 Arr RED the GREAT; 
Ethel. To Love alone! he was my chief Conduter, 

Tho? ſilent, yet, he led me to my Duty. 
Fir'd with the Hopes of doing ſuch brave Actions, 
As might commend me to your Royal Favour : 
I ask'd King Alfred's Leave to challenge out 
The braveſt of the Danes to ſingle Combat ; 
But was refus'd : Had my Requeſt been granted, 
Td one by. one, have fought their Captains round, 
And laid their Laurels at my Princeſs Feet, | 
Or forfeited my Life; and dying boaſted, 
That my ambitious Mind, aim'd at a Goddeſs ; 
And like Zxion, for the raſh Attempt, / 
My fleeting Soul, muſt have embrac'd the Air. 

2. Alfeo. I think was wiſe in Alfred to reſtrain you? 

EIA. Valour, like yours, ſhould not be ſingly ſtak'd 
And worried out by endleſs Oppoſition : 
But duly at the Head of Thouſands plac'd 
Your great Exploits will raiſe ſuch Emulation, 
Each Officer would ftrive to be your Second, 
And every common Soldier, be a Hero. 

Ethel. How can I bear your Praiſe, and not be vain : 
Yet all my Merit takes its Source from Love ; 
A Spring, which conſtantly ſupplies with Spirit 
The ſeveral rapid Streams of vital Blood, 

Through all their Windings, to my big ſwoln Heart, 
 FElfleda. Too big, I doubt, to be confin'd to Love : ; 


«ol Paſhon, like its God, of tender Frame, 


Who trighted at the boiſterous God of War, 

Runs back and ſees not Beauty in his Arms. 
Ethel, But when he finds that Mars has loſt his Fury, 

And Venus holds him faſt, the Urchin ventures 

In ſilken Fetters, to ſecure the Warriour ; 


And Beauty keeps the Priſoner at her Pleaſure : 
Thus 


Deli verer F his Country. 
Thus am J bound, and Glory in my Chains. 


7 
9. Alfſw. My Alfred comes: O! let me haſte to 
meet him. and 


Enter Alfred and his Son Edward. 
Alf. My deareſt Queen, [E mbraces her. ] 1 * we 


now are met, 
By God's Permiſſion, not to part again 
By Foes compell d: for now I think Tve "= 
A very ſafe and honourable Peace ? 


Edio. Moſt honour'd, Madam: [Kneeling to the Q.] 


thus, I crave your Bleſſing? 
EIR, [Kneeling to Alfred.] My 1 Father; Words 
cannot expreſs 
Your Daughter's Joy, for this, your ale Return. 
Alf. My much lov'd Child, [Embracing El fleda] 
I now will make you happy, 
By giving you to him, who well deſerves you : 
Brave Etbelred, take her as the Reward 
Of your great Services : 
[Ethelred takes her Hand, #ifſts it, and bows 10 Alfred. 
Had not your timely unexpected Ad 
O' ertook us as we march'd from Shaftſbury, 
We ſhou'd have been inferiour to the Danes; 
We might, we ſhould, have loft another Battle; 
For Edmund's Troops were forc'd to quit the Field, 
After a very ſharp and bloody Conflict; 
The Enemy confeſs, he made a good Retreat. 
Daughter, prepare to ſolemnize? To-morrow 
We'll celebrate your Nuptials, with che Peace 
Throughout all Weſſex. 
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46 Arx yo the GREAT; 


Edi. My noble Friend, [To Ethelred,] and much 
beloved Siſter, [Salutes Elfleda, 
If all the Subjects in my Father's Kingdom 
Were ſenſible, as I am, of your Worth, 

They might expect a Race of Heroes from you 
To free all England from the Daniſh Yoke : 
This Peace would be the leaſt Cauſe of their Joy. 

Alf.'MySon, whilſt that the Danes do keep this Peace, 
I'Il not forgive the Man who dares infringe it: 

Tis not the Extent of Kingdoms makes us D 
Tis not the Conqueſts, or new Acquiſitions, 
Which Tyrants often are oblig'd to Slaves for, 

Can make x Nonarch happy: Tis the Hearts 
Of a free People, plaeing Confidence 

In one, who by their Choice, or by Succeſſin 
Rules over them; not as his Property, 

But for their Good, who in ai Time of Danger, 
Has Courage to pel, each bold Invader; 

And in a Time C Peace, with Equity, 
Secures to every one their Lands and Goods: 
Who ſuffers not the Rich, to oppreſs the Poor, 
But finds Employment for the Induſtrious, - 
And from the Rich, procures the Needy Alms: 
Who never puniſhes, but.by ſuch Laws, 
As have been known, and publickly acknowledged : 
Who makes no freer with his Subjects Purſes, 


But what his State, and their Support requires: 


If ſuch a Prince ſhould by repelling Force, 

O'er- run his Neighbour's Country, he may gain 

True Greatneſs, by dethroning of a Tyrant, 

And making more Men free: [A Bell rings. 

The Veſper's Bell, calls us to give due Praiſe . 

To him who grants, Proſperity and Peace, [Exeunt. 
SCENE 


Dae f bus c 17 


SCENE, =" to the Inſide of the cua⸗ 


. in Athelnexr. 
 Dunulf unlecing bis Shoes in. the Chimney Corner. 
. .. Maliba Spining. | 


Dun. Now! it's too late, you ſhou'd have told me of it 


As ſoon as I came in: the Moon ſhone bright, 
T ſhould have follow'd her, and brought her back ; 
But now it's dark, I have no Chance to find her. 


[Stamping his Fo. 


Maliba. She ſaid ſhe was not born to fit and Spin, 
Her Mother had bred her in a better Manner : 
Then flung the Diſtaff from her in a Rage, 
And ſaid ſhe'd burn the next came in her Way: 
Then out ſhe flew, ſaying, © Pray tell my Father 
« I'm gone to ſeek my Fortune; never more 
«Will I return, whilſt you are living.?“ 

Dun. Did not you ſay, you miſs d your Purfe of Silver? 

Maliba.. I did, but not till after ſhe was gone | 
Beyond your reach too far, which was the Reaſon, 
That I was loath to trouble you about it. 

Dun. I'm ſure, you muſt,” provoke her very much 3 - 
I never knew her Spirit riſe ſo high, 
As to forget her Duty: Alas ! poor Child! [Sig 
I wiſh, I had been at Home. 


Mat. If you had been at Home, *twou'd have been 


the ſame, 
She does not ſeem to care for either of us. x 
Dun. Her taking of the Purſe doth much concern me, 
It may enable her to get far off: 
If ſhe ſhou'd prove diſhoneſt in the World, 22 
The News will break my Heart I muſt inquire 
| B To- 
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18 ALERED the Grrar; 
To-morrow, and find out which Way ſhe took ; 


'To-night, I'll go to Bed ; but ſhall not ſleep. ¶ Exit. 


Mal. *Tis well, I parted with the Purſe, or elſe, 
He'd not believe the Stary I have told : 80 
I've loft my Silver, but may hoard up Gold. [Exit, 


SESSEDEISSSDOSSSEDS 


| rt 
SCE NE, The Court at Wincheſter. 
Enter Elfleda, led betweet King Alfred and Ethelred. 
And Queen Alſwitha, led by Prince Edward. 
1 holy unn his Office no 
Tu give you with her all my Lands in Dorſet 
And unto her, I'll give my beſt Advice: 


Daughter, look on your Husband as your Lord, 
Whoſe: kind Protection, you muſt now depend on: 


Be you his loving Wife, deſerve his Confidence, 


Let no one break the Harmony between ye, 
But be yourſelf, the Judge of his Behaviour ; 

Be careful of your on; conſult his Honour; 

His Intereſt make your own: relieve his Cares, 

By chearfulneſs of Temper, at his Meals; 

And make his Pillow eaſy : never doubt 

His Love without juſt Cauſe : be ever ready 
T'oblige, and never treat him with Contempt: 

If bleſs'd with Offspring, teach them to obey him: 
Your own Example will inforce the Precept ; 


And his will teach them, to return your Love. 


9. Alo. I hope it will ! Good Ethelred permit me 
To recommend the mildeſt Treatment of her: 


She 


Heliverer of bis Caintry, 19 


be has a Genetoſity of Soul, 
That needs no Monitor to Gratitude; 
The more you truſt her, ſhe'll the more deſerve 
Your Confidence The more you love her, 
She'll be the more deſerving of your Love. 
. [4 Trumpet ſounds, 

AIF. Tis News from Edmund; J ſuppoſe the Danes 

Are quite march'd "' SY | 


Enter Ethelward. 
| [He kneels to the King and Queen. 
You come in Time, to grace your Siſter's Nuptials. 
[Raiſes him, 
Ethelw. Was ever Grief and Joy ſo mix'd together; 
Long may you live, dear Siſter, [ Salutes Elſleda.] and 
be happy [Tating Ethelred's Hand. 
With this right valiant Earl; but Royal Sir, [To Alfred. 
The News I bring, will turn your Joy to Mourning : 
Soon as the Daniſh Infantry mov'd off 
Their Cavalry, being almoſt out of Sight; 
Edmund ſaid to me © Brother, with the Foot ] 
March you to Shaftsbury ; with the Horſe A 
I'll overtake you; but my Father charg'd me 
«© To ſee em quit the Plain.” —I march'd off, 
And almoft got 4#@8haft5bury, before 
I knew of any Danger he was in: 
When from the Rear, Lieutenant ſent me Ward, 
He heard my Brother's Trumpet ſound a Call : 
I mounted Rhone, and bid thoſe in the Rear 
With the baggage Horſes, and my Trumpets follow: 
Full Speed I rode ; but when I came in Sight, 
And ſaw him, with the fifty Horſe you left him, 
Attack'd by thrice their Number, and ſurrounded ; 
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I ery'd aloud, © Break thro' ; I'm come to help you; 
Which he eſſay'd, and Slaughter dealt around him, 
And almoſt clear'd his Way ; but the Inftant 
I ſpur'd to join him: Oh! I ſaw him fall, 
Pierc'd thro' by ſome behind, and only five 

- [The Men ſtrike their Breaſts, and the Women 4 
Of his little "Troop. came to me 
| the reſt were overpower d; 

And we too ſhou'd been taken, had not they heard 
My Trumpets ſound, which thinking near at Hand, 
They wheel'd about, and mov'd off to the Right: 
And 14 our Horſe they took, were doubly guarded : 
We ſix detain'd, my Brother's lifeleſs Coarſe : 

We have conducted it to Shaftsbury ; 

And all our Force wait there, to know your Orders. 

leu. Alas, my Son, [Wreping.] thy Life was 
ſhort and glorious. 

Elfeda. He never more [J/eeping.) will bleſs me 

with his Kindneſs. | 

Alf. Peace to his Soul—his Body ſhall be buried 
With all the Honours, due to his Atchievements : 

The faithleſs Danes, ſhall feel my dire Revenge ; 
Now they have kill'd my dear and valiant Son : 
The attack upon his little Troop was cowardly ; 

And a moſt baſe, perfidious, Breach of Peace. 
Edi. Let us expel the Infidels, out of England. 

Alf. Take you a Troop of Horſe, Son Ethelred; 
Conduct the Queen with your Wife to Warham Ca/ile ; 
It's Part of what I give you for her Dowry : 

*Tis well provided; leave them there in Safety: 
To-morrow, come to me at Shaftsbury ; 
For there I'Il go To-night 


Do you, Son Edward, poſt to the Earl of Devon; 
| You'll 
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You'll find him at his Homeſtal Dulverten ; 

Bid him ſecure his Friends, in Kemwith-Ca/tle, 

In Caſe the Infidels ſhould move that Way: 
Next croſs to Wales; tell Madoc; he muſt join me; 
Soon as he can, with all the Force he has. 

And you, Son Ethelward, muſt fail for Scotland ; 
Take my beſt Ships fit to protect the 3 
And fiſhing Veſſels, ready on that Coaſt; 

Bring Gregour, with ſuch Scots, as he can ſpare ; 
Try for to land 'em ſaſe in Stotland Marſh ; ; 
In Somer ſeuſpire, we and the Welch will join em; 
And then we'll try to drive the Heathens out. [Exeunt. 


S C E N E changes ts | Hodden - Hill, 
Wi th the Beacon on the Border of Devonſhire. 


| E nter n [ Reſting. ] 

Erw, This laſt ſteep, Hill, has almoſt broke my Hcart; 
I'm almoſt at the Top, they ſaid; I then ſhould ſee 
Dulverton very plain, when at the Beacon: [Walls on. 
Oh ! here the Beacon is, and Dulverten at Bottom: 
But I'm ſo tired, I muſt. reſt myſelf 
Againſt the Beacon-fide ;: I'Il lay me down - 

Here in the Shade [Lays down and falls aſleep» 


Enter from bebin the Beacon, Odda leading Augur tha, 


Odaa.Y ou're:almoſt out of Breath; here ſet you down 
On this, the ſhadieſt Side o the Beacon: [Sees Egwina. 
But ſoft, my Love what pretty Maid is this? 

Her Dreſs is very neat : She's faſt aſleep. 
Augur. She ſeems to ſmile, as if her Dreams were 
pleaſing : 
O Innocence] how happy is that Mind, 
That has no Cares, or Pride to diſcompoſe it? 


B 3 Odda. 
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She will explain the Meaning, if it has any. 
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Odda. She holds her Hands up, as with Admiration; 
Il take her Bundle ; let's behind the Beacon : 
[Takes her Bundle off her Arm. 
She's going to to wake; I wonder what ſhe'll ſay. 
[They retire. | 
8 Tating. ] It ſhines ſo bright, my Eyes can 
hardly bear it: 
No, no, tis Day- light; — but I'm ſure the Moon 
Was fixt in me :—Alas ! tis all a Dream 
I thought I faw, all England lightned by it : 


| But *twas acharming Dream.—I've loſt my Bundle; 


Good lack ! *tis hard, to pay ſo dear for Pleaſure, 
And only in a Dream. 
Odda, (Coming forward.) No, no, my oy you 
| have not loſt your Bundle ; K - 42 
Here tis again, provided you will tell us 
What your Dream was —My Wife ot to Judg- 
ment; 
Egw. Indeed, good Sir, I can't tell you my Dam; 
I'd rather looſe my Bundle, than I'd tell 
My Dream to any Man, no, not my Father; 
| But much I fear, [Wieps.] I ne*er ſhall ſee him more. 
Aug. Give her the Bundle; take it, my ſweet Laſs; 
[ (Gmesit ber. 
You ſhall go home with me, and tell your Dream: 
I live, but at the Bottom of the Hill, 
Egw. Thank you, good Madam, I was going thither; 
I wiſh I could get Sight of Lady Devon, 
Aug. I find you do not know, my Lady D 90 


* 


What wou'd you with her? 


Egw. I'd tell her truly, that my IR 


Had us'd me very hard, and ſet my Father 
80 


Deli verer of his Country. 

So much againſt me, as to give Conſent 

To turn me out of Doors, with this ſmall Stock 
* [Shews the Purſe. 

To keep me till I can get in ſame Service, ** 

Which now I ſeek : I'd tell her my own Mother 

Had from my Childhood, learnt me Needle-work ; 

And if her Ladyſhip ſhould like the Sample, 

Perhaps ſhe might retain me in her Service: 


Madam, TY they it you, 'tis the ſecond ; 


[Gives the Sampler. 


My Mother gave the laſt I work*daway 
To my Godmother ; but ſhe alas, is dead too. 
Aug. Child, did you 1 9 There's many 
Ladies 
Much higher bred, W its - 
But how came you to think of Lady Den? 

Exw. Becauſe Ive heard her Goodneſs highly prais'd, 

charitable Acts ſo much commended. 

Odda. Take her, my dear, I hope ſhe tells you Truth; 
With little Pains ſhe'll be a fit Companion 
To fit and work with you, when I'm away. 

Aug. Well, Child ; I am the Perſon, that you ſeek ; 
If you'll be grateful, I will do my Endeavour 
To raiſe your Fortune, as I find you uſeful. 

Egw. [Courteſying.) If DG been your 

Ladyſhip, 
I hardly ſhow'd have ſpoke my Mind fo boldly ; ; 
But you're all Goodneſs, and I hope will excuſe 
My Ignorance, if I've wanted itvRefpet? 

Aug. I would not have you mote reſerv'd & y dear, 
Than you have been already: 3 tellae | 
Where lives your Father? 
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Egav. In the Ile of-Athelney, an'tpleaſe your Ladyſhip. 
Odda. And when came you from thence, Child? 


Eqęu. Yeſterday Afternoon, an't pleaſe Nour Honour, 


Aug. Where did you lay laſt Night? 

Ew. At Cothlgſton, my good Lady. 

Odda. And AN ſet yu: our this Morning 
Child? t © 

Egw. As ſoon e Light, ant h your 
Lordhif. 4 * l 


* * Where Mid you Breakfaſt, Child? 


Egw. I ſtop'd at Brunton-Rafe, 1 think they call ity 
And there I gat a little Milk and Bread. 


e Od. She myſt be hungry, t take her homemy dear , 


I'm ſure ſhe's honeſt : Ask her no moe Queſtions. 
Ang. Only one more, and Lam fatigfied: : 
Your Mother learnt, you to. work inmPray. tell me, | 
_ Whoſe Daughter was the, or by.whom, brought up * > 
Egw. I am ſorry it is not, within my Knowledge 
- 15." bras, your Ladyſhip, ſhould fully know .. 
Who were my Moethoris Friends: Ive. only MW 
My Mother was brought up.at a great Houſe, 


And en Garden Wal, my Father: ſtole her; 


But never had d Penny of Money with her. Reer u 
Odda. What aus your Fathen?!ñUuq Ib 


gu L never heard, he'd any other Buſineſs 


Than that he follows: Now he is a Neatherd, 
And has à Flock, michl did uſe to tend: 
It griæv d mi. ſore, to leave my pretty Lambs; . 2585 
But they poor ſimple Things, will ſoon forget me. 
Dada. Lou did not tell your ee you ay 
"Laſt Night, or ſtop'd this Morning? 
Egiu. No, my good Lord, I thought tas to no Rupee 


Odda. 
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Odda. Let us go home, tis Time ſhe had Refreſhment. 
Aug. Lend me your Arm, dear Child, doyn this ſteep 


Hill. [Takes 2 by the Arm. 
: * She muſt been faint, had ſhe not fell aſleep. 


3 — 


Ilbeir 1 Standard. 


Enter 1 ubba and G um with thiir Offers, 


Guth, Where are my valiant Ra = Captains of 
your Cavalry? % 
Hub. Seeing ſome Engliſh Horſe; were orte Ph, 
When we were almoſt off, they ask d our _— 
To ſtay till they were gone, or to enquire | 
The Reaſon of their ſtill remaining there; 
We gave them Leave to catch the EHu e, 
So as not go near em, if they left the Plain; 
But if they ſtay d 'till Night, in friendly Sore | 
To offer them to guit-it, ſoon as they wou'd d 
Which if refus'd,” we bid em ſtand their Ground 
Until the Morning, ere they left it to em / 
And then to follow us: Lis more than Time, 
They ſhould be here; —but now, I-fee—— 
Anand alone What can this mean? 
Enter Anand. on 
Anand. *Tis well, my noble.General, we x ſays, 
Or elſe you'd been purſued 9—— - ., 
No ſooner were your Colours out of Sight, 
But their Horſe came towards us, about F ifty 
Oſqyel advanced, with equal Number, 
, To know the Reaſon, why they follow'd us: 


Not 


- [Exeunt, | 
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Not ſeeing our Reſerve, they fell upon him, 

And put him in Diſorder ; we approach'd 
And turn'd the Scale; after a long Purſuit, 

| We came up with em, and ſurrounded 

We killed but few, beſides the Prince, who 14 em, 
Juſt as his Brother, with a Reinforcement 

Was come to ſave him, but he came too late; 
And we with forty Priſoners, and their Horſes 
Got ſafe off to their Right.—Gogrun advis'd 

To puſh to Warham-Caftle ;—ſurpriſe it, 

And keep qur Priſoners there :— We did ſo; 

And came in Time, before the Gates were ſhut : 
By placing of our Priſoners before us, | 
They thought us Friends, and let us enter in; 

But ſoon we let em know, we were their Maſters : 
Made all ſecure, and Godrur's in Pofleflion. 
Hul. And ſo, you've left your Troop there? 

Anand. No, my good General; 
Succeeding here ſo well, „ eee 
A like Surpriſe, on Exeter in Devon, 
In both thoſe Counties, till we were reliev d:; 
Godran we left at Warkam, with his Troop, | 
And all the Priſoners. N 
With ours, we both ſet out for Exeter; 
But were not off the Heath, before we ſaw 
An Engli/b Troop, making towards the Caſile; 
We wheel'd about, and got into their Rear: 
Soon as they ſaw us, they made their Retreat 
Into the Caſtle Gates; our Friends within 
Decoying em (being dreſs'd in the Priſoner's Cloaths 
About the Drawbridge FEVER with the Engliſß, 


Behav d 
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Behav'd like Men, led half the Party in; 
The Earl of Kent, was in their Rear, and faced us, 
With the other half, and kept us at Pike Diſtance, 
Till they had all got in, and ſhut. the Gates. 


Hub, Then Godrun and his Troop, are over-pamer'd: | 


bt ſo, ſpeak quickly. — 
Anand. No, my good General, be with wiley Crakt, 
Soon as the Heroins were on the Bridge, 
Quick drew it up, and left the Men without 
Between the Walls, 
Hub. And what did you without ? . 8 
Anand. Ofeytel and I, differed in our Opinions, 
1 would have kept em in, but he ſuggeſted 
Others. might ſoon be coming after them, | 
And we might be hem'd i in; therefore inſiſted 
To make ourſelves ſecure at Exeter. . 
Hub. And ſo you left him, to go there without you? 
Anand.Finding him reſolute, I bid him take myTroop, 
Wiſh'd him Succeſs, and ſaid, I'd haſte to you, 
That both of 'em might be reliev'd in Time. 
Hub. Your Enterprizes, have been deſperate * 
But ſince the Peace is broke, and by the Engliſh, 
I may with Honour, now renew the War; 
*T was very raſh to venture ſo far from ys, 
But as I'm reinforced, I may relieve em, 
The Engliſh will not venture to withſtand us ; 
We'll firſt to Varbam, next to Exeter: 
I wiſh that Ofcyte/, had took your Council, 
To keep em in at Warham ; Alfred may now 
Re take it poſſibly, before we come: 
Godrun will not be able to defend it. ¶ Trumpets ſound. 
Stand faſt—ſurely the Engliſb durſt not meet us. 
[Looking out, 
No, 'tis my Brother Halfdene, I know — 
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Enter Haden with Officers from the Right. 


Welcome, my ever ready, loving Brother. Ae 
Halfd. Where's Ivar. — Have you loſt a Battle? 
Is he flain?—Say quickly, am ! come too late! 1 
Hub. He's gone for Briſtol, to embark for Denmark, 
And'thinks he's left me, here ſecur'd by Peace, © 
We made with Alfred; By their holy Relicks 
They ſwore'to keep it; but am juſt inform'd * , 
Tis broke by them: But as we march to the 52. 
Pl tell you more t—Guthurm, ſtay in theſe Counties, 
And keep the Welch in Awe, till we return. 4-50 
. [Exeunt, Guth urm and his Officers to the Rigbl. 
[Huþba and Halfdene 1 the Left u with their Officers. 


8 CEN E changes % N Dulverton. 


Enter Odda, e and Egwina. 


aa MyLord, while you, amuſe yourſelf in grafting, 
We'll walk in the Wilderneſs. . 


Odda. Do ſo, my dear. | 150 10 
GY = 1 -[Exmmt, Augurtha Te 1 
I know ſhe can't be eaſy in her Mind; 2 


Until the ſweet young Laſs, has told her DR + 


If I don't a ſhe'll 1 it me at Night: 
Cutting Grafts, 


Theſe Apple are the * Sort in the Garden: 
{4 Belt rings. 


Same ban wt me; 8 my. Study Ball” | [Exit 


OT” oc wth enter Augurtha ont Exwins.” n 
Em, explain your Dream: The Moon, or 
Tuna, 
* . the Flrathens; ſom̃etimes called Zucina, | | 
, V7 
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Or the Goddeſs of Childbirth : She plac'd in you, 
Denotes, that by her Aid, you ſhall bring forth: 
But what:—A Light, —denotes a Prince or King : 
The Splendor of that Light, to ſhine o'er England, 
Denotes your Offspring, will be England's King: 
A lucky Dream it is; —T'll bring you up 
As my own Child, with Education ſuch, 
As may compleat you fit, for England's Queen. 
Egw, Your Ladyſhip confounds me, quite with 
- Goodneſs, | [Courteſying. 
Aug. Sit in this Arbour, I will ſoon return; 


[Egwina goes into the Arbour. 
In find my Lord, and tell him your good Fortune. 


Et. 
1 My Head turns round, I muft compoſe myſelf, 


Till ſhe returns, or I ſhall looſe my Senſes ;—Heigh ho. 


[ Falls aſleep. 
BRITAN NIA 71/cs, 


a $58 N68, 
1 
141 T Ambition, fire thy Mind; 


Thine were born, o'er Men to reign : 


Net to follow, Flocks defign'd ; 
Scorn thy Crook, and leave the Plain, 


2 
Crowns P I throw, within thy Lap; 
Thou a Monarch's Mouth ſhalt feed: 
Foys abounds, without Miſhap 3 


In the glorious Life you'll lead. 
| Let 
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| _ 

Let not Scenes of Empire fright ; 
Scenes of Empire, Pleaſures ares 


Thou ſhalt only, know Delight ; 
All the Foy, but not the 


F 4 IV. . 
Shepherdeſs, then yield your Charms; 
For the Bleſſings, I foretell : 

Take a Prince, within your Arms; 


Who will ever, love you tuell. (Sinks, 
Egw. (Waking.] This Viſion is ſuKcient, to con- 
firm me, 


In what the Counteſs, has fo well explain'd : 


Enter Odda, Augurtha, and Prince Edward, 


Who is he with em? The moſt comely Youth, 
I &er beheld ; his Eyes are fix'd upon me; 
They pierce me thro”,. but are moſt lovely ſweet ; 
I never felt ſuch Pleaſure, to be gaz'd on. 

Aug. My dear, Egwina, this King Alfred's Son, 
Is Heir apparent to the Crown of Meer. 

Edw. Since my dear Brother's Death, I'm ſadly ſo: 
-—But not of Weſſex only; _ 
My Father is reſolv'd, if poſſibly, 
To drive the faithleſs Danes, from-out all England : 
Long may he live, to win and bleſs this Iſland : 
Could I be happy, with ſo ſweet a Nymph, 
As this good Chance, has introduc'd me*to : 

[Bewing to Egwina. 

Should ſhe prefer, a Cottage to a Crown; 
I wou'd defpiſe a Crown, to be her Swain, 


Eogw. 
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£gw. [Courteſying.] I never yet was fond of being 
flatter'd ; | 
Nor can I think myſelf, worthy your Notice: 
But Princes may, inhance the intrinſick Value, 
Of whatſoe'er, they pleaſe to call their Coin. 
 Edw. By all that's Good, I ſpeak my Mind ſincerely 
My Father might perhaps, prefer a Princeſs: 
Perhaps a Princeſs, I muſt wed to pleaſe him; 
Rut as you are, the only lovely Maid, 
In whom I've found, leſs Vanity than Beauty; 
You've fix'd me yours for ever, —— - 
O! hats Te] this Vow cn-your Bb Hand. 
[Kiſſes Egwina' s Hand. 
Aug. The Graſs is very damp z let us go in. 
Odda. If your Highneſs pleaſes, we will follow you? 
Edw. Pray lead the Way, this fair one ſhall conduct 


me, 
With this ſoft Hand, into the Path of Bliſs. [Exeunt, 


SCENE. changes to the Infide of Warham- 
Caſtle. ¶ Dining-Room, with a Table ſpread. 


Enter Queen Alſwitha, Elfleda, and Godrun. 
Courteouſly carrying Lights before em, which he places 
en à Table ready ſpread. 

God. Your Majeſty and Highneſs, now may freely 
Call for what e'er you want; *twill be my Pleaſure, 
To make you think, this Caſtle ſtill your own. 

Elf. Sir, tis my own, I am not to be brib'd 
With my own Goods, by him, who ſtole em from me. 

Gag, Pleaſe not to fix, fo hard an Appellation 
On him, who only ſtudies, to oblige you: 

The Right of Congueſt, can't be call'd a Theſt. 


Elf 
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Elf. Tis falſe, you never put yourſelf in Danger, 
But skulk'd behind the Bridge : No one can conquer, 
Who does not riſk his Life, to gain his Conqueſt : 

You trap'd us, by a cowardly Device. 

Gad. Ido not chuſe, to remind you of my Power. 

. Alfw. Vou threat'n us, Sir, I thought you'd 

a change your Note. oy 

Sad. In every Thing, the Princeſs may command mes ,, 

EH. Ti not to ſee your Face, again to night. 

Gad. The crueleſt Puniſhment, you could inflict ; | 
But I'll obey, to ſhew you good Example, 

All ſhould J to * Power they find ſtrongeſt. _ 
* [Exit 


Enter t two „ Engliſh Prifiners with Supper, Cyder, kee. 
The Ladies ſet down and eat. 


NR, Alfſw. Well, after all, we have great Favour 
done us; 
That they'll permit, our Countyymen to attend us. 
I Waiter, The Maids have Orders, to deliver to 
you alia 
The Keys of this Apartment, when they leave you, 
That you may reſt ſecure, and fear no Danger. 
Elfi. That Favour, we moſt willingly accept. 
2d Waiter. On this amn before ſeven To- 
morrow, : 
The Governor, may pay his Compliment, 
And Breakfaſt with you. 
2, Alſw. We muſt admit, what we've no Power to 
.-. refuſe. 
s/f Waiter. As I ſtood near the Draw-Bridge, in a 
,>O» . Wwe; 
Not much in Sight of the Danes, this Billet wrapt 


in Lead 
: I caught 
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I caught with Riſk of falling in the Water: 
Tis directed, to your Highneſs, [Gives it to the Princeſs, 
Elf. Thanks, my good Friend, I ſurely will reward 


vou, 
Soon as we are relievꝰd: I make no Doubt 
My Father'll know of this, and march to fave us. 
2, Alfw. Pray take away the Table, and all Things 
on it: 
Bid one of the Maids, bring us the Keys you ſpoke of. 
—__['Wiaiters, carry out the Table. 
. Bl. [Opens the Letter and reads.) My deareſt Princeſs, 
The Enemy have left us, from without, 
And I have ſent to the King, three Meſſengers, 
Divided ſeparate Ways, to get Supplies 
Of Men and Inſtruments to ſcale the Walls : | 
Their Pris'ners they muſt guard, elſe they'll affifÞ us; 
Keep up your Courage, ſoon-we'll mount the Ramparts ; 
Comfort the Queen, I hope within few Hours 
To looſe my Life, or call you mine indeed: 
'Till when, it ſeems an Age to Ethelred. 
2. Alſw: My Prayers ſhall be for his Succeſs and 


Safety. 
Elf. My Life depends on his; if E/feda ſhould fee 
Her Lord kill'd in th*Afſault, this poniard ſets her free. 
[Shewing a Poniard ; hides it again. 
Enter Maid with the Keys. 
She gives em to Elfleda ; then takes the Lights ; they 
follow her out. 
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SCENE, The Dining-Room in, Warham-Caſtle, 
with a Balcony yan" &rg 8 


„ nter ' Queen Allwitha 445 Eieda. 
MAD M, what. can abr 


Seven, cr / 
And na, Aſſault begun 0 
9. Alifw. Poſſibly, his 8 * e Aimee 
And Alfred's unacquainted, with our Danger. 
Eil. That cannot be, as they were ſeperated; 
I wiſh; that Etbelred, may not Attempt” 
The Aſſault, * he's properly provided. 


Ear ter Maid. 


Maid. l The Governor webs hisDuty, 
Deſires you'}l order Breakfaſt, to your Liking ; 
And give him Leave, to pay his Compliments. x 

2: Alfeg. Tell him, from. his Civilities already hewng 
We hope he ſtill, will act a generous Part; 
And on thoſe Terms, we are ready to admit him. 

Elf. We are not hungry yet, but chufe to ſtay, 
At leaſt, an Hour longer, for our Breakfaſt. {Exit Maid: 
What wou'd he, by this Viſit ? 

9. Alfw. What &er he — we muſt n't treat 

him haughtily ; ; 

Ill uſed, he may throw off his Complaiſance: 


Dut here he comes, alone. 
TIA . Enter 


- ww +2 
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Enter Godrun. 


God. Good Morging to your Majeſty, and Daughter 
I hope you will excuſe, this early Viſit : 
[ cannot bear your Baniſhment, fair Princeſs ; 
And find, when preſent, Pm at your Devotion: 1 
Though I am Governor, tis you command. 
Ei. Sir, I have no Command, but know Your Power 3 
All we defire, is honourable Uſage, 
Till we're,deliver'd hence, by Peace or War-. 
| Cad. Tus! in your Power, to, ſave your F ather' $ 

pa © Subjects, 

The Loſs of many Lives: This Caſtle's * 
Tis well provided, with all Neceſſaries; 
And I'm reſolv'd, to defend the Freaſure int; e 
Whilſt I have one Man left. 

9. Al . Which Nun * her . to ſave the 

Lives | 

Of ny of our Subjects ? 

God. Write to King Alfred, tell kim, PI 9 up 
This Caſtle, and that with my Troops, I'II ſerve him 
If he'll conſent to make the Princeſs mine 
And you fair Conq'reſs [Kneelrng. ] of as bold a Heart, 
As any in your Father's Kingdom, deign to look 
On me no longer, as your Enemy: [Trumpets ſound. 


Ha ! an Aſſault ſo ſoon” [Starting up.] then; I am deſ- 
perate ; [Runs to the Balcony. 


Quit the Aſſault, or know proud Ethelred, 
P11 take the Lives, of both the Queen and Princeſs. 
[Coming forward.] Say, you will write to A! 2 8 
by the Gods 
F'll force you to Compliance. 
[Takes bold of Elfleda's left Arm. 
C 2 EA. 
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EM. Villain forbear, or never hope Forgiveneſs. 
Ged. I muſt offend, before you can forgive. 
| [Pulling her towards the Door. 
Eig. Ruffian, ſtand off, I am not to be forc'd, 
Whilſt I have this, [Drawing the Poniard.] and Courage 
thus ¶ Stabs him.] to uſe it. [Ae falls, 
E Alfe. [Taking his Hanger.) III ſecure this. 
[A jingle Trumpet ſounds a Parh. 
Ethelred. [ From without.) Send us the Queen and 
- Princeſs, we'll retire. | 
9. Hf. Go, lock the outward Doors. [Exit Elfleda. 
God. Fool, that I was, to think ſo bold a Spirit, 
Was to be won, by any Means, but Force: 
Re-enter Elfleda. 
I ſhould ſucceeded, could I but difarm'd her; 
[Trumpets ſound an Aſſault. 
Now, I muſt fee her taken from me: Oh! 
The Pains of Death—lead to the Shades bel—w. 
[He dies, falling Head and Shoulders behind the Scene. 
EN Give me the Hanger, [Takes it.] I'll cut off his 
Head 


| | 3 
[Sremingly cutting it off. Expoſing it, may make em yield 
the Caftle. {Goes with it to the Balcony, 
2. Alfw. Was ſhe a Man, what cou'd ſhe not perform 
With ſuch a daring Spirit ? [Trumpets ſound longer. 
Elf. ¶ From the Balcony.) See Madam, how the Danes 
do quit the Ramparts 
At fight of this grim Face: [Flings it over th Balcony. 
Take it among you, twas your Governor's. 
[Trumpets ſound louder- 
Welcome ! dear Erbelred; ; he enters bravely : 
Without, Huzza, Huzza. 
Thy Danes ſubmit, and yield their Arms to the Engliſh. 
| Q. Alfw. 
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2. Alfw.Delightful ſound ! my Prayers have ſucceeded. 


Elf. [Coming forward.) Ol let me fly, and meet 


him, for he comes, 
With Bridegroom Haſte, to find us out. [Exit running, 
2. Alſw, I am glad, he is not wounded. 
Enter Ethelred and Elfleda. 
Ethelred, [Embracing Elfleda.) Thus, let me ever 
preſs you, to my Heart. {Kneels to the Queen, 
| 2 Aliw. [Raijmg him.) Son, may you ever thus, 
come ſafe thro' Danger, 
Elf. No Dangers any more, ſhall ſeperate us. 
Ethelr. My Fears for you, made me demand a Parly, 
Where was their Governor, he ſhould have parlied, 
Or kept his Men to't longer ?—What headleſs Body's 
that ? 
Elf. There the Villain lies: {Pointing to the Boay.] 
O!] with what Courteſy, 
And what we thought, moſt honourable Treatment, 
He try'd to gain our Eſteem; until this Morning, 
He made a bold, and inſolent Propoſal, 
But juſt before the Alarm of your Aſſault ! 
Then, growing deſperate, he wou'd have forc'd me, 
Had not this Poniard, ſtruck him to the Heart, 
Ethelr. Then 'twas his Head, you expos'd from the 
Balcony, - 
And flung down, mongſt the Danes? 
Q. Alfw. I ſeiz'd his Hanger, but myArm being weak, 
She boldly took it, and his Head diſſever'd. 
Ethelr. O] moſt heroic, charming, matchleſsPrinceſs, 
Let us withdraw, and leave this bloody Scene : 
[Trumpet ſounds. 
Ha! [Drawing his Sword.) What is this, a Revolt? 
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Enter an Engliſh Soldier. 
Soldier. A Packet, from King Alfred. 
"4 liver i to Ethelred. 
Ethelr. [To the Soldier. ] Remove that Body. f Puts up 
5 his Sword.) (The Soldier draws out the Body, 
(OR the Packet.) This, is for your Majeſty. 
[Gives a Letter to the Queen. 
And this to me: [Opens it and reads.) Brave Ethelred, 
«© I hope you have ſucceeded, and regained 
Your Callie, and your Bride's love wy KY make her 
- happy: © 
The Daniſh Horſe, which drove you in, 0 ſeiz'd 
On Exeter; but what much more concerns me, 
Their Foot are join'd by Guthurm, from Eaft Anglia, 
And ſince by Halfdene, from Northumbria : 
They're on the March, to give me Battle ; which 
I myiſt avoid, as they're ſo much Superior: 
I ſend you all my Horſe, with Foot behind em; 
The reſt I ſhall diſband, till Time ſhall ſerve 
To call em to my Standard. Comfort the Queen; 
Tell her, I think her ſafe, in your Protection 
As for myſelf, Pl ſtrive to get to Wales ; 
If not, I'm ſo diſguis d, no one will know me: 4 
Doubtleſs, the Almighty, in his proper Time, 
For their Perfidiouſneſs, will blaſt the Danes, 
Preſerve, and make my Friends, again Victorious: 
Till when, ftrive to forget the Name of ALF RED.“ 
9. Alſw. O never is (t poſſible, to think at all, 
And his Idea, not be uppermoſt; | 
I cannot think of any Act of Goodneſs, 
In which I have not, had bis bright Example. 
a 


= 
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ER. Let us not only think of Alfred's Name, 
But let us ftfive to make it ſound more glorious; 
Let us confront theſe Danes. 
Ethelr. Their Numbers are too great, and *twould 
be Raſhneſs 
To face 'em in the Field; but their whole Power, 
Cannot ſubdue this Caſtle :—would they ſet down _ 
fore it, | 
Our Friends might join, and call the watchful Alfred 
From his Retirement. —Let us walk round the Terras, 


Review the Troops, and order em Refreſhment. [Exeunt. 


SCENE charges io the Garden at Dulverton. 
Enter Augurtha leading Egwins. 


* 


Aug. Come, take a little Air, have you been ever 
Subject, 
To fainting Fits before? a 
Ego. O! no, I ne'er before parted with one, 
That I had rather part with Life, than looſe : 
I am undone, if he ſhould not return, 
According to his Promiſe. e 
Aug. You may depend on't, he'll return again 
Soon as his Father's Buſineſs will permit him; 
He told my Lord, before he ever ſaw you, 
That he muſt go to Wales — The News this 1 
Of the Danes taking Exeter, oblig d 
My Lord to poſt away, for Kinwith-Caſtle ; 
Where we muſt follow, if we'd be ſecure. 
Egw. And can Prince Edward, come to us, when 
there ? | | 
Aug. He can, he will, he charg'd me to remove you ; 
And faid, bis Life, depended on your Safety, 
L C 4 Egtu. 
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By Proclaimation, to return your Kindneſs, 
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Egw. Why did he leave me then, whilſt in my Fit? 
Aug, He ſaw the Colour in your Cheeks return; 
He kiſs d you, and cry'd out *Tis Death to part 


But if I ſee her Eyes again, my Father's Orders 
„Will never be obey'd, —Haſte to Kinwith ; 


'I fee you there, as ſoon as poſſible.“ 
Egw. I hope he'll meet no Beauty to detain him, 


That has more courtly Acts, than I can Practice. 


Aug. My dear, I ſuckled him, and know his Temper. 

Egw. Is he inconſtant, dear, good Lady, tell me ? 

Aug. He's amourous, but has a great Command 
Over his Paſſiuns: Always very careful, 


And circumſpect, in making of a Promiſe ; 


But none is more exact, in the Performance 
Of what he undertakes: I thought him Proof 


_ Againſt your Charms, until another Viſit ; 


But find, I was miſtaken, 
Egw. His Promiſes ſo great, his Love fo eager, 


| With the ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion of the Viſion, 


Made me reſiſtleſs, in his powerful Arms. 
Aug. He loves you tenderly, he's very grateful ; 
If you are wiſe, and never ſhew Diftruſt, 
His generous Soul, will ever make him conſtant, 
Come, let us in, we have no Time to looſe ; 
For Kinwith-Caſtle, is a great Way off. 
SCENE changes to ihe Outhide of the Cottage 
in Athelney. 
Enter Alfred diſguisd, and Dunulf. 
hope, Friend Dunulf, you will find your Daughter: 


If Providence ſhould give a happy Turn 
To my Affairs, I then will have her found 


1 
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You muſt not let your Wife, know who I am ; 

Tell her, I'm an old Friend, you have not ſeen 

Since you was Faulconer unto Prince Alfred : 

Then, I would have you find my Son in Malis; 
Charge him not to diſcover where I am, 

Not even to Madoc, but to conſult with bim, 

To join the Scots when Ethelward Returns; 

And in the Night, march 'em to Selwood-Foreft : 
Then let him find me here, and take my further Orders. 


Enter Maliba from the Cottage. 

Mal. I thought you never wou'd find your Way home, 
The Meat is boild to Rags, the Puddings ſpoild : 
What hungry Wretch is he, that follows you ? 

Alf. [ Aſide.) Alas I am both hungry and wretched. 

[Sighs. 

Dun. He may be hungry, therefore, I am glad 

He comes when we're provided : He's an old Friend, 

I have not ſeen, I think, fince I was Fa'lconer 

To that brave Prince Alfred, our preſent King ; 

He has lam'd himſelf by taking up a Thorn, 

Which by my Help he has got rid off now, 

But till the Wound is heal'd, he ſhall not leave 

My Cottage : Come, walk you in old Friend, 
[Alfred Bobbles. 

My Wife is now and then a little pewiſh 

But when you've told her a few pleaſant Stories, 

I * but ſhe'll be better tempered. 

[Exeurt. 


SCENE 
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SCENE changes to. the Outfide of Kinwith- 
Caſtle, near Raleigh in Devonſhire. 

Enter Odda with ſeveral reſolute Friends and Seldlers, 
Augurtha, and Egwina. | 
Odda. Since the Danes are ſo near, we ſhan't have 


Time 


To ſtore the Caſtle, to maintain a Siege : 


Augurtha and Egwina, take my Shallop, 
And croſs to Wales, Prince Edward will receive you, 


And make you welcome at King Madoc's Court. 


Ang. Your Pilot will attend us to Caermarthen ? 
Odda. He knows the Way, I've often ſent him thither. 
Ege. Perhaps we may get there before the Prince. 
Oada. Hardly; but if you ſhou d, I am well known 
to Madoc, 
He will receive you kindly: Tu put you in the Way, 


Friends; J will ſoon be with you. 
[Exit with kar and Egwina, 


17 N [To the Saldiers.] Cheer up my Boys, Oa- 
| da's as brave a Man 

As any of hisgAge in Devonſhire. 
1/? Sold. He has a cool, Head and a warm Heart, ory 


Lads. 
N 24 Friend. He knows the Art of War, and ſevera! 
Times, 
Has put the Danes to F light. % 
24 Sald. We'll all ftand by him, we can die but once. 
Omnes. Huzza——Huzza——Huzza. 


. Enter Odda. 


O24] am glad myFriends,to find you in ſuch Courage; 
And when I tell you how I think to Act, 


You'll 
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You'll find on that, muſt be our chief Reliance: 
A Packet, I've received from £thelred, 
The valiant Karl of Xent, who lets me know 


The Strength o'the Danes, and how tis with King 


Alfred ; 
On us, he much depends: The Danes in Foot 
Are much Superior; Ethelred in Horſe, 
With which, he very much annoys their Rear, 
But cannot ſtand a Battle: Now, I propoſe, 
To ſhew as large a Front upon this Heath, 
As we can make full Bow Shot from the Caſtle, 
Our Colours at due Diſtance wav'd behind us, 
To make 'em think us deep, as well as broad: 
Soon as the Danes appear, we will move backward, 
But very flow, *till almoſt cloſe to the Walls * 
We'll make a Stand, and from the Right and Left 
Gradually enter: Then we'll ſhut our Gates, 
And line our Ramparts, as if we deſign'd, 
To endure a Siege: The Day is ſo far ſpent, 7\ 
That they will ſoon incamp.— Now, obſerve me; 
Juſt in the Duſk we'll form without the Gates, 
And when they are incumber'd with their Tents, 
We'll march on ſilently, no Trumpets ſounding, 
Till we are almoſt on em: Then our Trumpets 
Placed at due Diſtance (as our Colours were, 


When they firft ſaw us) ſhall begin to ſound 
A general Attack ; with Sword and Spear 


We'll ruſh upon 'em, only two Men deep 
The foremoſt with our Swords, the hind ones Spears, 
Exactly fix d between. —If the Danes are diſorder d, 
Ethelred with his Horſe, will fall upon 'em: 

Then we'll puſh on, and put em to the Rout. 


7 Friend. I like your Scheme, and doubt not the 


Succeſs. 


24 Friend. 
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24 Friend. Alfred himſelf, could not contrive it better. 
Soldiers, Huzza-——Huzza——Odda, for ever. 
Gaza. But hark, my Friends, —if they ſhould keep 
their Ground, 
We'll make a Stand ; then from the Right and Left, 
Wheel off and join in Center; then renew th' Attack, 
They'll think us a freſh Line, and not reſiſt us. 
1/t Friend. So we may do as often as they Stand, 
The Spears will keep the Swordſmen ſafe. 
24 Friend. And as our Swords advance, the Spears 
muſt follow. 
17 Friend. And does the Earl of Kent, know your 
| Deſign? | 
Odaa. I've ſent it to him by a little Boy 
At Bottom of a Baſket, fill'd with Nuts ; 
And if he meets the Danes, I've bid him offer 
To fell the Nuts Yem by a little Meaſure, 
He muſt fill fifty Times to reach the Bottom, 
[ Trumpets ſounds 
The Daniſh Trumpets, I believe ;—let's form 
Our Front, and place our Colours to deceive 'em : 
We ſhall have Time to practice the Attack, 
Soon as we are retir'd within the Gates. 
[They form the Men and Colours, and retreat near the 
Walls in one Line ; and from Right and Left, they 
gradually enter and ſput the Gates.) 


Enter Hubba, Halfdene, Officers, &c. 


Hub. I did not think they had fo large a Body. 
| ; Halfd. Surely, they were drawn up to be review'd ? 
44 : . Hub. No, they were form'd, as if defign'd to meet us; 
ö | But as we much out number'd 'em, retir'd. 

. Halfd. If their Caftle's well provided, they'll keep 
iy Us here along while at a Stand ? 
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Hub. The De begins to fall, pitch every Man hisTent. 
¶dilſt they are handling their Tents, the Engliſh march 
out ſilently, and form a double Line; (the firſt with 
Hangers, the laſ with Spears between em; Trumpets 
found) the firſt Aſſault the Danes ſtand, the Engliſh 
' Wheel off ta the Right and Left, join, und march up, 
as before. Huzza (behind the Scenes) the Eng- 
liſh drive o the Danes.) And 
Re-enter with Ethelred and Elfleda in Men's Claths, 
| Officers, &c. | 
Ethelr. Twas well contriv'd, and bravely executed. 
Odda. Thanks to your bold Attack upon their Rear; 
But who is this brave Youth ? \ 
Ethelr. It's Elfleda the Princeſs, my lov'd Wife, 
Firmly reſolv'd to ſhare all Dangers with me. 
Odda. Was ever ſuch a Heroine ? 


Enter an Officer with a Standard rolPd up, 


| Officer. They've left the Heath, and Hubba mong 
| the Slain ; 
But Halfdeze's Body they have carried off. 
Ethelr. Raiſe a Mount over Hubba, he was the 
worthieſt 
Of the three Brothers: I've lately learn'd, 
He was perſuaded, we firſt broke the Peace. 
Officer. Their famous Standard Reafan here, I've 
taken [Diſplaying it. 
The Bearer, loſt his Life in it's Defence. 
Odda. This Standard was their Oracle; 
By Tver's Siſters wove with Magic Art—they now 
Will ſoon diſperſe, if, quickly, we perſue em. 
Ethelr. They'll fly to Guthurm, if we don't pre- 
vent em: | 


Near Ameſbury incamp'd, I hear they left him. 
Oadaa. 
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Oda. Bid the Horſe harraſs, and impede — 


Betimes To-morrow, we will overtake 'em. 
* — 1 hope the King, will hear of this Succeſs, 
* us, to compleat our ir pf [Exeunt- 


0 ©" 75 , , 
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ce A L T hz 
SC 1 NE, The In/ide of the Cottage in Athelney. 


Alfred in the Chimney e bending of Yew for Bows, 
and making of Arrows. A Cake at the Fire. 


AIf. AN Odda and Ethelred find em Employment? 
Should they Attack the weakeſt, Kinwith-Caſtle, 

They may ſpend a Week about it, &er they take it; 

And OHda and his Friends, may all Eſcape 

By croſſing o'er to Males. But Warbam-Caſ/tle 

Is now ſo well ſupply'd, as not to fear em: 

If they Attack that firſt, they'll looſe more Time; 

If not, our Horſe, may harraſs much their Rear. 

The Welch and Scots when join'd, will be ſuperior 


To Guthurm.— Soon as they come, Pll head em: 


If I can beat him, fore he is rejoin' d; 
then may be an equal Match for all. 
Enter Maliba with a. Milk-Patl. 


Mal. | Looking at the Fire Place.) See! ſee, how the 
Cake is burning; [be turns it. 


Odz wooks ! one wou'd think, you had no Eyes: 


My Huſband ſaid, you wou'd be uſeful to me, 
Whilſt he was gone to buy lean Stock in Hales, 


But 
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But here you waſte you Time in cutting Sticks, 
And making fooliſh Bows, not mind the Cake, 
Tho? you'll be glad to eat on't faſt enough; 
You've a confounded Stomach :—Come, be ufefu], 
Do 8 for your Living ;—here, * me on 
„ „ Wi the Poe 
Alf. LAſide.] Is this Employment, that a king ſhould 
ſtoop to ? 
It i bs, for any circumſtanc'd, as I am, 
[Helps her on with the Pat. 

Theyr re e mean, who wait upon themſelves | 
In Courts, where many are retain'd to ſerve: 
But-in a well fought Field, the moſt laborious 
Stand the beſt Chance, to merit high Renown. 

Mal. Did you look to the Bullocks and the Sheep 
This Morning? Did you move the Fold? 

A Yes Miſtreſs, that I did, and all were well: 
Aſade.] Which Labour is no more than Exerciſe 
To ſtring my, Nerves, for much more g%orious Toit ; 
My Hearts in Tune, and only waits the Time, 
To ſwell in Concert, with the Trumpets Sound. 


3 Enter Dunulf. | 

Mal. O! Huſband, I am glad you are zeturn'd ; 
You left me, a poor Help-Mate. 

Dun. Get me dry Stockings, for I've walk'd all Night 
Through the wet Marſhes; theſe are wringing'wet : 
Cet em me quickly, pray do. - [Exit Maliba. 

AIf. Welcome, good Friend, you've made great 

Haſte. 
Dun. Yes, gracious Lege, becauſe I've had great 
Luck; 
I had not gone in Wales above five Miles, 


Before 
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Before I met an Army in ſull March; 
I firove to ſhun em, but was ſeen and taken: 
Being brought before their Leaders, I ſoon found 
They were your Friends ; there were both your Sons 
With Madoc and King Gregour, and two Women: 
But what ſurpriz'd me moſt, one was my Daughter, 
Conducted by Prince Edward: Soon as ſhe ſaw me, 
She ran, ſhe kneel'd, and aſk'd my Blefling. 
I took her in my Arms, I wept, then ask'd her, 
Whether Prince Edward, was among their Train ? 
He ſtanding near, came forward, and to her, 
Said, tell me quickly, who this good Man is, 
Whom thus you Honour. She anſwer'd, ©* *Tis— 
« My Father—I won't—I can't difown him.“ 
The Prince advancing took me by the Hand, 
And faid, ** Egwina's Father, I reſpect | 
« Next to iny own.” —1 was amaz'd, md bows; 
« Your Father, Prince, (ſaid I) commends me to you 
« With Buſineſs, for your private Ear.“ 
If. My Son is amorous ; perhaps your Daughter, 
May known a Reaſon for this great Reſpect : 
But proceed to preſent Buſineſs, ye retir'd. 
Dun. Juſt out of Earſhot; when Þ imparted to 
him 
The whole of your Commiſſion.—Then he call's 
His Brother to us, and told him all. —And then, 
Concerning Madoc and the Scot, conſulted 
What ſhould be told 'em, as from your Direction. 
Alf. Did you hear, what they told em? 
Dun. I did, Prince Edward; looking at me, ſaid, 
« That worthy Man, my Father, has intruſted 
« With exact Orders, how we are to Act, 
% 1 meet in England + But being join'd, 


& Part 


N 
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& Part of his Cautions uſeleſs, but the reſtt 
& Are very proper for us to obſervez  - 
In Seliuoad Foreſt, is the Place appointed | 
<« For ye to march to: I'm to go to him, 
«© That he and I, may join you with ſuch Forces 
« As he has got together; but till we come, 
« He charges you, to let no Trumpets ſound, . 
Or give the Enemy the leaſt Alarm.“ 

Alf. So far he ſpoke my Meaning, and did right, © 
To make em think I had ſome Forces with me: | 
But why? How came the Scots to land in Walen? 

Dun. By an Accident, which brings you better News, 
Than all the reſt, you've heard. 

Alf. Then quickly, let me know it. 

Dun. As they, were turning round the Point of Wales 
Some of their foremoſt Ships, within the Severe 
They met a Pinnace, crofling o'er from Devon; 
Being in the Night, they almoft ran her down, 

And did her ſo much Damage, they were forc'd. 

To take the Crew aboard; who being Friends, 

Told 'em, they were diſpatch'd by th*Earl of Dewn 
With certain News to Madoc and Prince Edward ; 

That Odda had attack'd the Daniſh Army, 

And with the Afliſtance of the Earl of Kent 

Had put them to the Rout, kill'd both their Generals, 
Took their moſt famous Standard Reafan from em, 
And were purſuing them towards this County, 

In th' Evening, ere they came from Xinwith Harbour. 

Alf. How my Heart bounds within myBreaft ; go on, 
For quickly, I muſt re- aſſume myſelf. 


Enter Malia. ; 
Mal. Here are your Stockings, I was forc'd to mend 


y 
em. 


D Dun. 
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Dun. Pray Malibu go out, we are diſcourſing 
On private Buſineſs 
Mal. With him! What private Buſineſs can you 
have, | e 
That I may n't hear? 
Alf. It is no Matter, if ſhe knows me now; 
Proceed and tell me how they came together. 
Dun. Hearing Prince E dward was in Wales with 
Madoc, + 
Your Son perſuaded Gyegour there to Land 
With him, and let the Veſſels keep their Courſe 
To Cardiff Point, and wait *em from Caermarthen : 
Soon as Prince Edward knew of Odda's Victory, 
He preſs'd King Madoc ſtrait to march his Troops 
And join the friendly Scots on Board their Tranſports ; 
They did ; but if the Wind hadn't favour'd us, 
We ſhou'd been too thick ftow'd : but fafe are landed 
At Evelmouth, and on their March for Sekuocd. 
Alf. But where's my Son? why did he not come 
with you ? 
Dun. He agreed his Brother, ſhould conduct the 
Forces ; | 
And charg'd him, not to give the leaſt Alarm, 
Or march thro* any Town: Himſelf he ſaid 
Would lodge the Ladies in a Place of Safety, 
And then would find you out. My Daughter ſaid 
To me in private, they were to come hither. 
| Mal. Hey Day! Princes and Ladies, and I don't 
know who all : 
What has his Sons, or your Daughter to do with them ? 
Dun, Maliba know—this is King Alfred's Self, 
Who in Diſguiſe has honour'd our poor Cottage. 


Mal. 


* 
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Mal. { Kneeling.) God bleſs your Majeſty, and grant 
me Pardon 
For all the Faults, my Ignorance committed. 
Alf. [ Raifmg her.] — riſe, I do forgive you heartly, 
And hope henceforward, you will mend your Temper. 


Enter Prince Edward, Augurtha, and Egwina. 


Eqdw. Where is my Royal Father: [ Looking about. ] 
Who my Liege, [Kzzeling.] 
Beſides your Son, could find out this Diſguiſe ? 
Alf. [Raiſing him.] Pray Son, who are theſe Ladies? 
 Edw. [Preſenting Auguttha.] This is the Counteſs of 
Devon, to whoſe Care | 
The Queen, my Mother, firſt committed me; 
[She kneels, Alfred raiſes and ſalutes her.) 
For which alone my Gratitude is due ; 
But ſince ſhe has done me a ſignal Favour, 
By CEE me to this dear Lady, 
[Preſenting Egwina.] 
Whoſe Beauty firſt made Conqueſt of my Heart, 
Her Favour next in Gratitude oblig'd me 
To offer my Protection, to ſupply 
The Loſs of her own Friends; but now good Chance, 
Has reconcil'd her to her Father's Love ; 
The ſame good Man, under whoſe friendly Roof, 
Your Majeſty has found a ſafe Azylum : 
Let me commend her, to your Royal Favour. 
[She Ancels. 
AY. [Raiſes and ſalutes her.) Fair Lady, reſt ſecure, 
in both our Favours: 


She is well born : This Man's of noble Blood, 
| [Pointing to Dunulf, 


D 2 But 
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But loft his Patrimony in Eaſt Angi . 
Since when, he being verſed in rural Sports, 
Became my Falkner, and ſince by my Gift 
Enjoy d this Cottage, join'd to ſo much Band, 
Which kept him free from further Obligations. 
Mal. [ Aſide.) No wonder, he * — 
Work; 


A iſtaff is not ſit for her nice n | 


Alf. Ladies, pleaſe to retire ; Affairs of State, 
E xeunt Nomen. 

Muſt now engage us Ih I'd have you haſte 
To find out Etbelred, he muſt be near | 
In his Purſuit o the Danes tow'rds Amber/bury, 
Where their main Body, under Guthurm lies; 
Bid him quit the Purſuit, and go with you 
To Selwood-Farg/t ; when join'd, do you 
Take the Command, march quietly to VWarminſter, 
There keep a Horſe and Armour ready for me, * 
And I will head you ſoon as I've diſcern'd 
The Numbers, and Poſition of the Danes. 

Edib How can your Majeſty ſafely obſerve em, 
Unleſs ſome of our Horfe come and attend you? 


AI It is contrivd but 
If I ſhould fail⸗to come, before a Battle offers, 
You and your Friends, act as becomes your Glory. 
- [Exit Edward. 


Dun, Will your Majeſty accept of better Cloaths ? 
I have a Suit, will fit you. 

Af. No Dunulf,, can you get me a Welch-Harp? 
Dun. I have one, but I fear, *tis out of Tune. 
Alf. No Matter, if it has got all it's Strings : 


But further, have you two good Horſes ? 


If they're rough coated, they.will do the better, 
Jo as they have but Speed. 
| Dun. 


* 
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Dun. Te two as good as ever trod the Road; 
They are not very ſmooth, but are ſure footed, 
And, very fleet: Who are to ride em? 
Alf. You and myſelf ; but let me ſee the Harp, 
And I will tell you more of my Deſign. 
Dun. It's hung up in the inner Room; I'll fetch it. 
Alf. No, let us go and look on 't there. - 
: Dun. This Way, an't pleaſe your Majeſty. l. 


SCENE changes to Sedgemore in Somerſetſhire. 


Enter Odda, Ethelred, Elfleda, and their Officers. 


Odda. Halt——they're quite got o'er the Moor. 

Ethelr. As they are double, we might yet o'ertake 

em: 

Oada. No, let us dtop— Oulu may march to 

Join em; 
And if he ſhould, they'll . better Stands; 

Than that near Exton; | - 

_ Ethelr. That coſt em dear, for almoſt all their Foot 
Were ſlain, except the few their Horſe took up. 

Elf. As all the Country round flock in to join us, 
Tis ſtrange, we can't get Tidings of the King, 
I fear he's met ill Chance in his Diſguiſe. _ 1. 

Ethelr. Yout Fears are juſt or elſe he wou'd appear; 
The News of our Succeſs Songs: 

But who comes here? 

Oada. A ſingle Man, but ſee he makes to our Horſe: 
He is a'Friend z——he alights, n 
It may be Alfred. 

Elf. No, he ſeems too young for him; ous! tis 
My Brother Edward. 


D 3 Enter 
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> 
Oo: * Edward. 


Edu. I ſhould have miſs'd you, if I had not met 
Yout wounded Men coming to Bridgewater. 

Ethelr. How many were they ? 

"Et. Only Twelve; and they I think were few, 
Conſidering the many Blinds you” ve kill'd. 
Who's this, Elfeda ? [Embracing ber.] Weleome ta 

my Arms, 

My little Hero]! Thou art more than Woman. 

Elf. Dear Brother, can you tell us any News 
About the King, I fear my Father's dead. 

Edw. No, he is well, and but a few Miles off; 
He bid me find you out, and give you Orders. 

Odda. They come in Time, for we were at a Loſs ; ; 
I'thought further Purſuit was dangerous. 

Edw, His Orders are, you ſhou'd quit the Purſuit 
Forthwith, to Sekwood-Foreft march and join 
The Welch and Seots, led there by Ethelward. 

Odda. I am ſurpris'd, they ſhou'd be join'd ſo ſoon : 

How came the Scots, to know of our Succeſs ?' | 

Edw. The Pinnance you ſent to me, ran foul oſ em; 
Ethelward and Gregour, hrought the News to us; 
Crouding the Welch aboard the Scotifh Tranſports, 
We all came o'er together: I have much more 
To tell you, but the Time will not permit. 

Elfi. Where did you * my Father, and with 

hom: 


E With Oqdda's == Lady, and another, 


Who, I ſuppoſe, he's told you ſomewhat of. 


- ER, He has; I wiſh the Lady well, and hope 
You'll pay her Confidence with Gratitude. 
Edu. If I ſhould not, may all the World deteſt me 


Bip 
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EH. But where? Where is my Father Alfred? + 
Edo. He's at her Father's Cottage, and has there 

In Athelney lain hid in mean Diſguiſe. * 

Eltbelr. A Cottage, ſay you, pray explain yourſelf. 
Edw. It's but a Cottage, but the Maſter of it 

Was nobly born, and has done him great Service; 

T was by his Toil and Care, we found my Father. 
Odda. As he's fo near, will not King Alfred lead us? 
Edw. No, he charg'd me, when all are join'd to- 

gether 

To take th* Command, and march to Warminſter ; 

There he will meet us, ſoon as he'as abſerv'd, 

The Strength and Situation of the Danes. 

Ethelr. How can he do ſo, without our light Horſe ? 
Eqw. He ſaid, he had contriy/'d it—paus'd—at laſt, 

Theſe Words he ſpoke ; „ Son, if a Battle offers, 

And I ſhould fail to come——— © 

* You and your Friends, act as becomes your Glory.” 
Elf. I know my Father's wiſe and reſolute, 

Careful or hazardous of his own Perſon, 

According as the general Good requires, 

And therefore has prepar'd us gainſt the worſt ; 

Let us be careful to obſerve his Orders, 

And truft to Providence for the Succeſs. 

Odda. Let us return to the Troops: Prince Edward, 
now 

You ſhall begin ; take th* Command upon you. 

Edw. No, not till at Se/wood, when we all are =_ 'd. 


Ethelr. It muſt be now, for we have both reſign d. 
[E xeunt. 


D 3 ACT 
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ee 
erer y 


8 C ENE, The Daniſh Camp on aum fun, | 
©  -mear Edington in Wiltſhire. . 

Enter Guthurm with his Officers and Colours. 
Guth. HE pitch our Tents, we'll ſtay near Eine: 
„ , 

Till we can be more certain what Succeſs 
Our Countrymen will have; no Troops to oppoſe em, 
But what are in the Caſtles; one of them weak, 


The other well provided: There the gallant i Godrun 
By Treach'ry loſt his Life; if that they cannot take, 


They may blockade :—And as for Alfred, 

He and his Sdns, they ſay, are fled to Rome : 

But who are theſe, come with ſuch Speed? 

They're Friends; III meet em. [LExit. 
1% Officer. Why do we not march forward ? 
24 Officer. Becauſe theſe Countries, would call in the 

NM elch; 
But being here, we kerp em all in Awe, 1 


Re. enter Guthurg with Anand and Oſcyte!. 
Anand. Purſued, and all our Foot are cut to Pieces, 


Deer, the few, which we bro't off behind us. 


- Guthurm. Where are your Generals? 


l Oct Both ſlain: — The Gods have quite for- 


ſook us, 
For we have loſt our Guide, the Standard Reafan. 
Guthurm. 
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- Guthurm. How can it be; I thought you'd ſo much 
Power, 7 
That the Engliſb durſt not look you in the Face. 
Anand. We thought ſo too: thought only Warbam- 
; Caftle, 
Provided to withſtand us :—As for Kinwith, 
We thought we had only to appear before it, 
To give the Summons, and have it ſurrender d. 

Ofſeytel, In that we err'd, for they had got together, 
A Force ſufficient, almoſt to withſtand: us; | 
Upon the Heath, they ſeem'd to be m Doubt, 
Whether they ſhould not meet and give ug Battle. 
Anand. When they Tetir'd within nl. our 

Foot | 
Began to pitch their Tents ; we were in moſt Concern, 
How to defend the Rear, for Ethelred - 
With all his Horſe, four Times our Number, 
Had much annoy'd us in our March from Exeter. 

Ofc yeel. But juſt at Nr the Garriſon march d 

| out, | 
And without Noiſe, Ann with 3 and Spear 
Our Front, incumber'd with their Tents: 

We ſtood the Shock; — but ſoon another came, 
Which put our Foot in ſuch Diſorder, 

They ran among our Horſe :—Then Ethulred, 
Join'd by a Youth, we never ſaw before, _ 
Wy? his Troops fell on, and put us to the Rout ; 
Their Horſe purſu'd us, till it was quite Dark, 
And their Foot follow'd, ſoon as it was Light. 

Guthurm, What did you make no Stand ? Could not 

you ly! | 


Anand. 


. * 
— 
„ * a 
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Anand. Not till we came to the River; there our 
| Foot 
Came up, we paſs'd, and made a Stand at Bruton; ; 
But had not Time to form, before they croſs'd 
Upon our Rear, and made, a diſmal Carnage. 
GCuthurm. How far, did wa Lager you afterwards ? 
pt. We have not ſeen em, ſince we pas d 
Sedgemore. 
* Guthurm. Was it only their Horfe, purſued you? 
Ofcytel. Their Foot came up at Exton. 
Guthurm. Are we ſuperior to em, now we are 
Join'd? | 
Anand. Double at leaſt in Foot, but not in Horſe ; 
But in the whole, we much out number 'em. 
Guth. To-morrow then, I am reſoly'd to fight em, 
If they dare ſtand their Ground z to-day, 
Let us refreſh our Men, conceal our Lofs, ? 
And look as chearful as we can :— | 


Enter Alfred ; in his Diſguiſe, with a Welch-Harp. | 
What poor old Fellow's that, 


Who limps along, and tunes ſome Inſtrument ? 


Oſeytel. Come hither Friend, who are you? 
A4. [Hobbling forward and bowing low.) A poor 
Welch Harpur, pleaſh you; 
Tavid's ſo dim; hur cannot fee to Work; 
Put hur can play, King Arthur's warlike Tunes, , 
And ſing you Pallads of King Vortigern; 4 * 
Of poth their Pattles, with the cruel Saxons. ** 
©” Guthztm, Can you fo Friend, there's Money for you; 
Go and divert the Soldiers in their Tents; 
Meu come and hear you play. . 
[Exit Allred hobling nimbly, 
Anand, 
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Anand. Some of thoſe e play exceeding 
well; 
I've heard ſome of their Songs; t they're * to Story. 
Ocytel. The North Welch to this ” Ph abhor the 
Saxqns,, | 
Guthurm. Let us go hear him, | [Bxeunt, 


Enter Dunult. 


Dunulf, I've tied the Horſes to a Thicket yonder ; 
I'll watch him fo, that he ſhan't looſe his Way, 8 
In coming from them. | 
Good how they beckon him from Tent to Tent; 
He hobbles on, and paſſes very guick 
Through all their Camp: The Generals follow, - © 
But do not quite come up to him ;—he bows, 

And catches Money in his Hatz—he moves 

This Way ſo faſt, they will ſuſpect him; — but now 
He's clear o'th' Tents, he ſtands and plays 

A farewell Tune :—If he gets off, he'll und 
Another Sort of Muſick in their Ear, 

They will not like ſo well He bows, + + + 
And takes his Leave ſo well in antick Tricks, 

They think it is his Humour: No he ſkips _ 
Juſt like a Magpye from em, whilſt they hold _ 
Their Sides, I gueſs with Laughter :—He's juſt here, 
And almoſt out their Sight, —Here, here, this Way. 


Enter Alfred ambling, 
Alf. Where are the Harſes, quickly let me mount, 
Þ've plaid the Fool among em, till I'm tired. [Exeunt 
Enter Guthurm, Anand, and Oſcytel. 
Guthurm, He's quite hopp'd out of Sight. 
Oſcytek. 
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 Ofqptel. I never ſaw ſo humourqus an old Fellow. 
and. He ſtrung his Harp exceeding, well. 
Cuthurm. Could you diſtinguiſh any Thing he ſung ? 
: Mie *Twas much about King Portigern and Ar- 
1 thur ; 
| I | With Promiſes due to the old Britiſh , a 
| But his Motion was ſo quick, bowing from Tent to 
Tent, jt 
I could not put three Words of it 8 
Anand. One of the Songs he ſung, I've heard before. 
Ocytel. Can you remember any of the Words? 
Anand. Yes, I believe, I can repeat the whole. 
Gathurm. yup er" ans Tune with it, if you 


can? 


aue, i oy, 3 Fr 
s 0 * G. 


O ME if you dare, "the Tr——umpet founds ; 
Come if you dave, the Toner rae 
. e e . 
Says the double, double Beat, of the — Drum : | 
Now we charge all amain. 
They h gain; & 
The Gods from above our Labour behold, 
And pity ER Gold. 
ben om $2! I. 3.27 mad yy Wd. ; 
The fainting des — their Ground, 
Their Trumpets languiſh i their Saund ; * 
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They fiy, they f — | 
Vigtoria, Victoria, the bold Britons cry : 
Now the Viftory's won, 
To the Plunder we run; | 
Well return to our Laſſes like fortunate Traders, 
And wi-——umph' in Spite of the vanguiſb'd Invaders. 


Guthurm. I thank you much, tis a bold martial Song. 
Anand. The old Fellow ſung it too much thro? his Noſe; 
But for the Tune, twas never better play c. 
Guth. And when he had return'd thro' the laſt Line, 
With how much Nimbleneſs he fac'd the Middle; 
And at a Diſtance, play d a farewell Tune, 
For to return us Thanks. 
Anand. I thought I ſhould have ; my an 2 
Lauphing, 
To ſee how comically he hopp'd of. 
Guthurm, That Hop is now, become his natural Step ; 
J don't think any of us eou'd run fo faſt, 
If we were forc'd to carry a Harp in Hand: 
I don't believe I could ? 
Anand. Nor I? 
Oſcytel. Nor I, Tm ſure? 
Guthiurm. Come, let us now, the Soldier's Arms 
examine, 


That we may march at break of Day eres 2 


Enter Ethelred, Elfleda, and Odda. 


Ethelred. About to the Left, march with the Horſe, 
And we will ſoon come to you ; 
Let's poſt ourſelves, ſo as to take their Flank, 
When Alfred and his Sons attack their Front. 
| Elfieda. 
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Elfeda. How far are they behind ? 

Odaa. A very little Way. 

Ethelred. Alfred would not Alarm em, 'Gll they ſee 

him. 

Elfleda, re 

Odda, Let's to our Poſt, he's almoſt here. 
[They craſs at the lower End of the Stage. 


Enter Alfred, Edward, Ethel ward, Dunulf, Gregour, 

Madoc, Officers, and Trumpets. 

The Engliſh Standards, a Golden Lion, and a Red Croſs, 
painted over the Daniſh Raven : The dew Standard, 
a Harp; the Scotiſh, a Green Croſs. | 


AI. I ſee the Horſe are taking Poſt according to my 
Order: : 
Sound an Attack, 9 quickly ſee our Horſe, 


| | ' [Trumpets ſound. 
If we do not Alarm 2 firſt, 
Madoc. They run to Arms, like Pees diſturb'd. 
Gregour. Let us gang up and ſet their Heves on 
Fire. 


Enter Guthurm, Anand, Oſcytel, gen, and Colours. 
Guthurm. Alfred himſelf |—We own you have ſur- 


pris'd us; 
But you will find us ready to repell, 
This cowardly Attack. 
Alf. Ye Treaty Breakers, think not to eſcape 
The heavy Puniſhment, your Crimes deſerve. 


Guthurm, 


Deliverer of his Country. 63 
Guthurm. May Treaty Breakers meet t Puniſh- 
ment, _ 
We pray the Gods: Stand "ng my valiant Diner, 
[The Engliſh attack the Danes; they ret till Oleytet 
and Anand fall; then the reft give Way, and are 
droue off ly the Engliſh. ] [Trumpets flouriſh without. 


Re-enter the Danes, runing croſs the | lower End 
of the Stage, and after them, Ethelred, Elfleda, 
Odda, Ethelward, Madoc, Gregour, and Engliſh 


Officers. £22 2 
| Enter Alfred and Edward. 
Edward. We have routed em, I think; 
They were moſt deſperate, where we engaged, 
No Quarter would they take: Are you not wounded, 
Sir? 
Alf. No, tis only a Scratch. 
Edward. Our Men were * after ſuch warm 
Work 
Of hewing down ſo many deſperate Danes, 
To be reſtrain'd from joining the Purſuit. 
Alf. There are ſufficient Numbers after them. 
Edward. The Horſe quite broke em, and are in 


their Rear. 
Alfred. Ethelward with = Foot, the Scotch and 
Welch, 


Are emulous, who ſhall be anal 
Edward. They all behav'd with —_ in the 


Charge, 
We made upon em after the firſt Onſet. 


Enter Ethelward. 


Alf. Well Son! where have you left 'em ! 
Ethelward. 
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- | Bihthoard, We have dioye em fairly into Tru- 

bridge-Caftle ; 

Their Horſe had ſeiz'd. it ; their Foot upon. the Brides, 

Made a bold Stand, and would have ftop d us there ; 

Found Aa he ſaid, his Horſe cou'd ſwim : 

In plung'd, my Siſter next, then Erhelred,  _ 

And all the Horſe, but one, got ſafely over. 3 
Alfred, 5 think, my Daughter, ſtrives W you 


* 1 


Did not they quit the Bridge, = Going this? © 
Ethekward. Finding the Horſe wou'd flank 'em, 
they retir d Dn. = 
Into the Caſfle, loofing very few, EY” 


On quitting of the Bridge, f 
Enter Odda. 


Alf. Odda, we thank you, for your ready Thought, 
And for the Service you have lately done: 
I add to your Title, Earl of Semer/ot. _ 
Odda. {King Allred's Hend.] | humbly thank you 
Our Horſes did n't ſwim above a Yard. 
Or two, juſt in the Middle of the Stream. 
Alf. Well, what can they do in the Caſtle, 
There's not Proviſion. there to ferve ſo many, 
They muſt ſurrender ſoon. Wh 
Odda. Gutharm, ſo ſoon, as he ſecur'd em all 
Within the Gates -deſir d a Parly with us; 
By Trumpets Sound Ethelred and I advanced, 


And he came out—told us, he had diſcover'd 
* Too 


. Dede " b 44 FF 8 A-: 
f od +- - m ; 
Deliverer of bis cn. & 


Too late, you jufily had upbraided them 
With Breach of Peace: That Hublo and kimfelf 


Were both deceiv'd by Anand s falſe Report 

Of that Aſſault, in which you loſt your Son. 

He fays, the Perpetrators of that Actien 

Have, every one of them, met with the Fate 

Of ſuch vile Crimes, or elſe be does declare 

He would impale, or ſend them' to meet Juſtice, 

From your own Vengeance. As for himſelf, 

He ſays, he fears not Death ; but for the Sake 

Of thoſe are with him there, he will accept 

Such honourable Terms, as you will grant: 

But if you treat thera ftill, as Infidels; 

"They'll ſell their Lives, 7 bye yen. | 

Arad. This Explaination, does beſpeak him wor- 
th 

Of generous Treatment? —TAl Vim," they're In my 


| Power, 
And could not hope, to ſcape my juſt Revenge, 
For breaking of the Peace, and my Son's Death; 
But as he does diſclaim the Name of Infidel, 
If he, and thoſe with him, will be baptiz'd - 
In Chriftian Faith, they may remain my Subjects, 
Secure in their Poſſeſſions and Acquirements ; | 
But thoſe, who do not chuſe to be made Chriſtians, | 
On theſe Conditions, may depart this Iſland ; * 
Who by their Gods ſhall ſwear, they never more 
Will ſet their Foot on Britiþ Shore again. 

Odaa, Your Majeſty ſhall very quickly know, 

If oy accept your ry Tenn a Peace, 


* [Exit. 
E Alf. 
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2 . eee 
| | I hope, when I am LH, you'll keep it fo, 
= f And not infringe my Subjes Libert : . 
| 4 3 | Edward, my t Succeſſor 3 be grabs, 
4 To gain their Love, and to deſerye their Pra 
I 0 „ think i your Duty, © 34 
1 * To love and ferve your „ your Kings | 
I. Be you a bright Example t his Subjects, 
| | Teach them their Duty, thew *em you en deſerve 
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le | 
Edw. Enn 


MED... "LEE ſhall be my Rule, 
And always hope, to keep my Brother's Friendlhip- 
_— 1 wh pe both long Lt: each reign in 


| bor 0 be your molt deſerving Subjcf, R 
1 —— ye beſtow. | 


And ſary fell i your Kngtomy ts 
an way Sangeet ua ROY 25 Re 
Another Swarm of ſuch dev n 2 
From landing on your ime to cm. 

| eee to guard 7 
Future Invaſions ; we'll have always read | 


A powerful Fleet to attack all Ships of = 
2 With Tranſports, daring to approach our Coaſts? 


When 


| Dildtirer of bis C. 65 
When we bectnie x People ſo united, q $6 990 

As by one Faith; I hope, we ſoon ſhall be 

Free from inteſtine Wars; we may defy” - | 

The Danes, or auy other potent Neighbours : 

So we preſerve the Scotch, and Welch our Friends, 
And by Northumbria; keep dem botlt afunder + 

But. Son be jealous, never loſe an Inch 3 ; 


Of that ſame Barrier. 
Sau. But if the Welch or cn, would fall oup 


Our Shipping then, will do but littls Service. 

AY. IF in our naval Force, we are ſuperior, 

As we may doubly be, to both of them: 

*T will then be in our Power, to ſubdue 

And keep the other off from their Aſſiſtance. 7 


Enter Ethelred and Elfleda, 


Elf. Victory follow'd by Peace ever attend 
[Kneels to Alfred, be yaiſes and embraces ber 
My Royal Father ; may his Enemies, | 
As now, being doubly vanquiſh'd, by his Mercy | { 
Renounce their Errors, and become his Subjects. | 
Edw. Now by your Leave, I'll fetch our Friends 


from Athelney. | 1 1 
Alfr. Then they accept my Terms: Do all turn ö 
Chriſtians? | 


their. No, Royal Sir; but 1 thirty Officers 
And moſt Part of the reſt, will be bap:iz'd d. 
Thoſe who perſiſt to keep their Heathen Worſhip,. 
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Swear by their Gods, they'll n&er moleſt us more, 
And be forthwith tranſported back to Denmark. 
EIR. For the Performance of theſe Articles, 
The Earl of Devon has got in his Power 
Half Guthurm's Officers, and all the Arms 
Of them, who won't turn Chriſtians. id un. 
Alf. For the good Services you both hanibdend.; 
Ethelred, I create you, Earl of Mercia, 


With Power to you, your Wife, and her Deſcendants, 


To exerciſe there all the wm} | 


'Of:aac, goforcy Teetſhes... | 2 


[They bath 4% Alfred's Hand, 
Prepare for Londen, chavs we will inſtate W 


Enter Odda and Dugulf with — 3 nal et 


 Guthurm, Your Teachers have convinc'd me of my 
Errors, | 
And moſt of us, are now very defirous - 
To be baptiz'd ; I beg you'll honour me 
With a new Name, and Jet the ſolemn Act, 
Be ſoon perform'd, within your Royal Preſence. 
Alf. As the moſt noble of the Daniſb Converts. | 
I'll name you ® Ethelflan. The Ceremony, 
Soon as the Queen arrives, we will attend. 


OY L 


Enter Edward, Augurthig and Egwina. 
Oatda receive your Lady Somerſet. 


[Odda embraces Augurtha. 
Equine welcome RY PII reſtore you | g 25 
5 3s 3 : To 


. Etymology. 


gi — bis Crumtry G - 6g © 
To all your former Fortunes, and increaſe em. 45. 
6 


Enter Nuten Alis and Etholward. | 


My Queen come to crown the Joys of Peace. 
[Embracing ber, 


2, Alf. E our Happineſs, may ne er 
decreaſe. 


Aﬀred. Let all my Subjefts at their Homes with | , 
Chear, ' 


The firll of Aug keep, in every Year: 
From Age to Age, may they continue free; '; iÞ 
And this be ill the Day, mark'd out for Liberty, 
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To be ſpoken, by E Werd Beda, 2 x May's aue 


Lt * 1 ; of 
Piriept"ths wicked few, who broke the Treaty, | 


A. pro?" Prin Bühund; but te dl fo glorious,” 


e . 


We alnſt muy him thi we're vidtarious < ' * 


Hubba and Halfdene, I their Lives like Fp, 


They ſhou'd hays ears beth Sid, and. aöt beers Tale 
T three adventurous Koxever, who far the ee nl 


w m bf Siprizs;" fo fir Hi. 
| Perhaps ſome here, may think 6 | 
Aud hardly can believe, our Dames of old 


Would quit their Petticodts, and put on Breethes, © 
Or riſe their Lives ut they r Witches, 
®. Bretches they quate, and very oft uud rent m 


And who, beſides their Huſbands, wn 'em 


But Raillery apart, the Hiſtory, + 


A bich furniſhes the Matter of this Play * 


Makes Alfred's Daughter brave, be ſeen, 
If you'll pleaſe to Gonfult Monſieur. A. 

She fought by her Huſband's Side, but made a Vow," 
Such as few married Women can keep now - 


Supported thus, by Hiftory 1 fond, 


And ober Mercia's Kingdom had command. 


Britons, we don't preſume, u give you Laws, 
But gladly ſhall geht, your lind App 
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I Page 30, the laſt Line but one, inſtead of Crown, read 


Court.— Page 40, Line 8, inftead of A#s, read Arts —Page 


laſt Line but one, dealee the Word when-Page $0, 
Inflead of Promiſes, read Praiſes. 


age-52, Line 5, inſtead of Which, read His--Page 
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41, the laſt Line but two, inſtead of pewwi/, read peeviſn.— 
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